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Every other year, they
drive almost halfway
across America to attend
conferences held by Hall-
mark. When they do, they
dress up as ornaments for
a contest.

Mary Anne makes the
costumes from felt and
other fabric, and she and
Danny turn into all kinds
of things — from a huge
red stocking to an elf in a
Santa hat popping out of
the letter “O” in the word,
JOY.

I know what you’re ask-
ing. Everyone else does,
too.

Why?

“I really don’t have any

idea,” Danny says, laugh-
ing.

Yes, he does. So does
Mary Anne.

Danny and Mary Anne
hail from Stokes County.
They’re high school sweet-
hearts, married a month
after graduation from
North Stokes High, and
they grew up with drasti-
cally different versions of
Christmas.

Danny is the youngest
of eight, one of SO grand-
children. He and his older
brother, Darrell, used to
search for a cedar tree on
their family’s 60-acre to-
bacco farm, chop it down
with an axe and drag it
home to decorate.

The family’s Christmas
ornaments were nothing
special — glass balls, hand-
me-down ornaments and

Left photo courtesy of the Amos family; H. SCOTT HOFFMANN/News & Record
Danny Amos, left, dressed up as the Joy Elf ornament, right, in a
costume made by his wife for the 1993 Hallmark conference.The
ornament still hangs one of their 14 artificial Christmas trees.

cut-outs of old Christmas
cards hung on a tree.

In Danny’s house,
Christmas was a big deal.

In Mary Anne’s house, it
wasn’t.

When she was 9, her

dad died the day after

Christmas. After that,
Mary Anne’s paternal
grandmother, who lived
next door, never sent

out Christmas cards and
never had a tree. To her
family, Christmas became
too painful.

That’s changed. You see
that everywhere in their
house. Every room has at
least one Christmas tree
from Thanksgiving to mid-
January. Decorating takes
a solid two weeks.

Their sons, Justin and
Tyler, used to see as many
as 37 decorated trees ev-
ery Christmas around their
house.

They didn’t understand.
They do now.

“Honestly, we thought
it was kinda weird,” says
Justin, 30, a budget analyst
for the city of Charlotte.

“But looking back on it, we
know it’s pretty special.
We got to spend time as a
family. Other people have
their own traditions. That
is our tradition.”

Tradition. That is why
they collect.

“That is what grounds

” says Danny, 56, a re-
tired history teacher. “It
reminds us of our past and
fulfills our future, and you
know, religion is a part of
that. It’s all intertwined.
You turn on the lights, the
Christmas lights of the
world, and you’re celebrat-
ing.”

Listening to Danny and
Mary Anne, you get it. Tra-
dition. That’s what counts.

Contact Jeri Rowe at
373-7374 or jeri.rowe
@news-record.com
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sisting the effort. “One of
the farmers told us that
produce brings repeat cus-
tomers. We want to choose
different crafts people to
make it fun and interest-
ing.”

A starting date has not
been determined, but orga-
nizers are targeting March
or April.

They said they have
talked with the new man-
agement of the Greensboro
Farmers’ Curb Market,
which operates on Wednes-
days and Saturdays on
Yanceyville Street.

“Anything like this that
adds vibrancy to downtown
is a good thing,” said David
Craft, chairman of Greens-
boro Farmers’ Market Inc.,
which will operate the
Yanceyville Street market.
“Competition is good for
everybody. It keeps us on
our toes.”

Organizers of the down-
town market said they want
to target a younger audi-
ence that doesn’t get up
early on Saturday morning
to visit the farmers’ market.

“We want to introduce
them to a farmers’ market
on a regular basis,” Amo-
roso said. “(And) there’s
not a lot going on down-
town on Sunday after-
noon.”

Organizers said they are
in the process of putting to-
gether the market’s rules
and regulations. It could
not be determined Tuesday
if they had talked to the
city about using the South
Elm lot.

If that site doesn’t work
out, organizers said they
hope to find another loca-
tion downtown. They said
they’re convinced the idea
has merit.

“We have spent all fall
talking to people from vari-
ous businesses to farmers
to residents,” said Zeke
Vantreese, general man-
ager of The Green Bean on
South Elm Street and one
of the organizers. “The re-
sponse has been very posi-
tive.”

Contact Donald W.
Patterson at 373-7027 or
don.patterson
(@news-record.com

The Triad's
most trusted
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pain from other suffering
lives,” Locklear said.
His spirit will continue
to exist on Earth, he said.
Levy, called Jacob
by his family and clos-
est friends, was a dancer
in his Lumbee tribe and
cross country runner and
wrestler at Eastern Ran-

He was fatally injured in

he volunteered.

Younger brother Payne
Sheek portrayed Levy as
a loving, funny guy who
would do anything ever
asked of him.

“My brother taught me

me to stand up for what I
would believe in, even if I
were standing alone.”

He taught him right
from wrong and how to

joked around, too.
Payne recalled an epi-

dolph High School. He en-
listed in the Marine Corps
before graduating in 2009.

Afghanistan while serving
his second tour, for which

how to dance,” he told the
crowd. “My brother taught

learn from mistakes. They

The Marine honor
guard performs
a21-gun salute
Tuesday at the
burial service

for Lance Cpl.
Christopher
Phoenix Jacob
Levy at Gilmore
Memorial Park in
Julian.

JERRY WOLFORD
News & Record

sode when his brother re-
turned from his first tour
in Afghanistan. The teen
knew better than to wake
a sleeping Marine, but he
did it anyway.

“I walked in the room,
shook his arm, kneeled

down and told him to wake

up,” Payne recalled. “He
punched me in my chest
and knocked the breath
out of me.”

The crowd laughed.

Now Jacob is in a place
where there is no war or
battle, Payne said.

“The way that I look at

it, everybody that passes
through the gates of
heaven, there’s always two
Marines standing right be-
side that gate, every day
and every night,” he said.
“I’'m proud to say that my
brother is now one of the
Marines standing at the
gate.”

Chris A. Levy said Jacob
was a much better per-
son than he was at Jacob’s
young age. He thanked the
hundreds in the sanctuary
for helping to raise him.
He also thanked the Ma-
rine Corps, the church and

the Patriot Guard Riders
— a motorcycle club that
honors fallen soldiers —

for supporting the family.

Some people who didn’t
attend the service lined
the route from the church
to Gilmore Memorial Park
in Julian, waving Ameri-
can flags.

Construction workers
stopped their project and
held hard hats over their
hearts. Sheriff’s deputies
and firefighters blocked
the roads, cupping their
chests with their hands.

The marquee in front of

the Climax Fire Depart-
ment on N.C. 62 read “God
Bless Lance Corporal Levy
and Family.”

At the burial site, dozens
of Patriot Guard Riders
and Marines encircled the
mourners.

As Lumbee tribe mem-
bers beat a drum and sang
a Native American song,
Levy’s relatives put flow-
ers on his casket and said
their goodbyes.

Contact Dioni L. Wise at
373-7090 or dioni.wise
(@news-record.com

SHOP 7AM-MIDNIGHT WEDNESDAY « HOURS MAY VARY BY STORE

60% OFF
DESIGNER SWEATERS
& OUTERWEAR

Reg. $55-$550,

sale $22-$220.

From Oscar de la Renta,
Geoffrey Beene,
Calvin Klein, MICHAEL
Michael Kors, Nautica,
more.

50% +
10% OFF

DRESS SHIRTS & TIES
Reg. 49.50-69.50,

final cost 22.27-31.27.
From MICHAEL
Michael Kors,

Sean John,

our Bar lll, Club Room,
Alfani, Tasso Elba,

& more.

50% OFF
DESIGNER
COLLECTIONS
Reg. 39.50-$195,
sale 19.75-97.50.
Perry Ellis,
Tommy Hilfiger
and more.

VISIT MACYS.COM AND CLICK ON STORES FOR LOCAL INFORMATION.
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60% OFF
SWEATERS
Reg. $49-$69,
. sale 19.60-27.60. i
Only at Macy's.
From Style & Co.
and Charter Club.
Misses & petites.
Women's prices
slightly higher.

50% OFF

Reg. 29.99-99.99,
sale 14.99-49.99.
Dome #13553;
theater #13566
( WeblD
599256) and .
hot air #13554
(% WebID
599255).

BELLA POPCORN MAKERS

UL

THE LAST

ONE DAY

SALE

Misses.

BEFORE CHRISTMAS

TODAY! SHOP
7/AM-MIDNIGHT!

50% +
10% OFF

ALL QUILTS AND
BEDSPREADS
= Reg. $40-$360,

on sale.

styles in solid colors.

final cost 17.99-161.99.
From Martha Stewart
Collection and more.
Cotton. Shams also

SALE 39.99 60% OFF
CASHMERE SWEATERS FLEECE PAJAMAS
Orig.* $109. Reg. $55,

Only at Macy's. sale $22.

Charter Club Only at Macy's.
V-neck and crewneck From Charter

50%-60% OFF
DESIGNER COATS ;
Reg./Orig.* $215-$275, e
sale $86-137.50. b
Active and wool-blend
styles from Calvin Klein,
Kenneth Cole,
DKNY & more.

Club. Polyester.

NOW 19.99
HOLIDAY DRESS
CLEARANCE
Orig.* $48-$72.
From Rare Editions,
Bonnie Jean,
Sweetheart V f
Rose and more.
Infants' 3-24 mos; . T4
| girls' 2-16.

40% OFF
BOOTS & SHOES
Reg. $75- $159
sale $45-95.40!
Dress and casual
styles from

AK Anne Klein,
Bandolino,

our Marc Fisher,
Alfani and more.

50%-60% OFF
ALLTHROWS

Reg. $30-$200, sale 14.99-99.99.
In prints, solid colors and more.

40% OFF WED TIL 1PM:; Excludes: Everyday Values (EDV), specials, super
ALL JUICERS & CANNOT BE USED ON buys, furniture, mattresses, floor coverings, rugs, OR’ TAKE
FOOD PROCESSORS SPECIALS OR SUPER BUYS electrics/electronics, cosmetics/fragrances, gift
Reg. 29.99-429.99, * ; I cards, jewelry trunk shows, previous purchases, AN EXTRA
sale 17.99-257.9‘?: m@cys wow! special orders, selected licensed depts., special $'| O OFF
i?g;‘g‘)l(ffewue Juicer 31 O OFF purchases, services, macys.com. Cannot be
1 combined with any savings pass/coupon, extra
(*Wek.ﬂ_D 195399) - ALL SALE & CLEARANCE discount or credit offer, except opening a new WHEN YOU
and Cuisinart food APPAREL AND SELECT Macy’s account. Dollar savings are allocated as USE YOUR
processor #DLC2007 HOME ITEMS discounts off each eligile item, as shown on
(ke WeblD 101927). ‘ e |\ ACY’S
receipt. When you return an item, you forfeit the
o, o, savings allocated to that item. This coupon has
g?l-{g'lgaéo OFF S no cash value and may not be redeemed for cash, SAV' NGS
used to purchase gift cards or applied as payment
JEWELRY OFF! or credit to your account. Purchase must be $25 or PASS
PLUS, AN EXTRA more, exclusive of tax and delivery fees. TUES OR
15% OFF YOUR PURCHASE OF WED
SELECTIONS $25 OR MORE.
Reg. $200-$8000, VALID 12/21/11 ’TIL 'I PM

final cost $85-$4760.
Shown: Treasured
Hearts™ Collection.

‘TIL TPM. LIMIT ONE
PER CUSTOMER. 1100035502107518020119

SAVINGS PASS DISCOUNT DOES NOT APPLY TO SPECIALS.

FREE SHIPPING AT MACYS.COM WITH $99 ONLINE PURCHASE

($8 FLAT-FEE SHIPPING WITH PURCHASES UNDER $99). NO PROMO CODE NEEDED; EXCLUSIONS APPLY.

the magic of

MOCYS

*

% Enter the WeblID in the search box at MACYS.COM to order. FIND MACY'S EVERYWHERE! '§og G . * Shop, share and connect anytime.

REG. & ORIG. PRICES ARE OFFERING PRICES, AND SAVINGS MAY NOT BE BASED ON ACTUAL SALES. SOME ORIG. PRICES NOT IN EFFECT DURING THE PAST 90 DAYS. ONE DAY SALE PRICES

IN EFFECT 12/20-12/21/2011. MERCHANDISE WILL BE ON SALE AT THESE AND OTHER SALE PRICES THROUGH 1/2/12, EXCEPT AS NOTED. *Intermediate price reductions may have been taken.
Savings off reg. prices. +¥Does not include watches, designer collections, Donatella™, fashion jewelry or diamond engagement rings. Extra savings are taken off already-reduced sale prices; “final cost”
prices reflect extra savings; does not apply to Everyday Values, super buys, specials or trunk shows. Jewelry photos may be enlarged or enhanced to show detail. Fine jewelry at select stores; log on to
macys.com for locations. Almost all gemstones have been treated to enhance their beauty and require special care, log on to macys.com/gemstones or ask your sales professional. Extra savings taken

off already reduced prices, “final cost”

prices reflect extra savings. Some coats will remain on sale after event. Advertised merchandise may not be carried at your local Macy's and selection may vary by

store. Prices and merchandise may differ at macys.com. Clearance items are available while supplies last and are not available by phone. Electric items shown carry warranties; to see a mfr's warranty at
no charge before purchasing, visit a store or write to: Macy’s Warranty Dept., PO Box 1026 Maryland Heights, MO 63043, attn: Consumer Warranties. N1070073.

HOCYS
q

OPEN A MACY’S ACCOUNT FOR EXTRA 20% SAVINGS THE FIRST 2 DAYS, UP TO $100, WITH MORE REWARDS TO COME. Macy’s credit card is available subject to credit
approval; new account savings valid the day your account is opened and the next day; excludes services, selected licensed departments, gift cards, restaurants, gourmet food &
wine. The new account savings are limited to a total of $100; application must qualify for immediate approval to receive extra savings; employees not eligible.




